Aughton Woods
Nature Reserve

As the bluebells fade, the
crosiers of ferns unfurl
in a muted but attractive
range of colours and
shapes, with Male, Scaly
Male and Broad Buckler
ferns all very abundant.
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Wood Fescue, a nationally
scarce grass forms a
fine stand in the damp
ravine west of Shire
Oaks, whilst on the
steepest slopes tussocks
of Greater Woodrush
predominates.
Pied Flycatchers breed
regularly in the specially
sited nest boxes whilst
Oystercatchers and
Common Sandpipers
are along the River Lune
from late February
to August.
Badgers are very much
in evidence with a
number of active setts,
although sightings of
both these and the
elusive otter which can
also occasionally be
seen from the reserve
are some what rarer.

How to get there
Aughton Woods is situated on the northern side of the
River Lune, about 5 miles north east of Lancaster, between
Aughton and Caton. The woodland is best accessed from
the Crook O’ Lune car park near Caton. Take the public
footpath upstream along the riverside for approximately 1
mile. Warning. The wood is on a very steep slope and we
recommend that strong footwear be worn on your visit.

Access
The reserve can be accessed at the western end from the
public footpath with a concessionary path taking visitors
up across Lawson’s Meadow and into the wood itself. An
extended route with additional entrances at the eastern
end in Cole Wood can be accessed by permit only. Please
apply for a permit from the Trust office.

Support Us!
The Wildlife Trust depends on donations, grants and
membership to maintain our Nature reserves. If you enjoy
this site why not contact the Trust for more information
about joining, donations or volunteering opportunities.
Any support will be gratefully received.
The Wildlife Trust for Lancashire, Manchester and North
Merseyside is a registered charity (No. 229325)
and a company limited by guarantee (No. 731548)
Trust Headquarters, The Barn, Berkeley Drive, Bamber
Bridge, Preston PR5 6BY Tel: 01772 324129
Thanks to the Lancashire Record Office in Preston for the use of map images.
Map Reference: Ordnance Survey Map of Aughton. First Edition. Scale 1:2500.
Sheet 25.14. Surveyed 1889 -1890.
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Flora and Fauna
For any visitor in the spring
it is the carpets of bluebells
that dominate the ground
flora which make the
reserve so special.

Speckled
Wood

However, the woodland
is particularly important
for the presence of Smallleaved Lime, a species
nearing its northern
limit at Aughton. There
Bluebells
are fine specimens
in the ravines and along the boundaries of all the
woodlands, most notably the boundary between
Lawson’s and Burton Wood.
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The name Aughton means
settlement by the oaks, (the
same meaning as Acton)
and dates back to at least
1330, indicating how long
ago this oak wood was of
significance.

Aughton Woods lie within the Forest
of Bowland and is the largest area of
ancient woodland in the Lune Valley.
It consists of five adjacent woods that include Burton,
Shire Oaks, Lawson’s, Walks and Cole Woods as well
as the semi-improved grassland of Lawson’s Meadow.
Burton Wood, Shire Oaks and Lawson’s Wood are
grouped together as Burton Wood SSSI (Site of Special
Scientific Interest) while
Cole Wood and Walks Wood
form part of a Biological
Heritage Site (BHS).
Ancient woodlands that
persist today like that of
Aughton have become
increasingly fragmented,
often surviving only on
slopes too steep to be used
for agriculture.
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Sessile Oak along with Holly and Rowan and a
ground flora of bilberry and bracken, dominates the
section between the ravines of Shire Oaks Wood
where the soil is highly acidic.

History

Aughton, published 1891

Although now reverting to high forest, the woods have
a long history of previous management, evidence of which
can still be seen today.
The many examples of multi-stemmed trees are
overgrown coppice stools dating from around 100 years
ago when oak would have been coppiced primarily for
the bark used in the tanning industry, for which North
Lancashire was well known at the time, as well as timber for
charcoal burning. Today at least 30 examples of abandoned
charcoal hearths are still visible, in the form of circular
platforms levelled out of the hillside. In recent years the
Trust has re-introduced charcoal burning in the management
of the wood using the old platforms.

Sessile
Oak

Wych Elm, Ash and Lime are concentrated
in the ravines while Sessile Oak is abundant
throughout the other woodlands. Cole Wood
and a small adjacent area of Shire Oaks Wood
were felled in the mid 1960s and contain a good
deal of Birch.
Sycamore, a non-native species is abundant in
places although gradually being cleared along with
the planted larch in Cole Wood, allowing native
species to regenerate.
Violets, Primroses, Lesser Celandines,
Wood Anemones, and later abundant
Foxgloves are all a delight to behold
and are amongst the many plants that
attract a number of insects.
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