Hutton Roof Crags
Near Burton in Kendal

What to see
Views over Morecambe Bay, limestone pavement, rigid buckler fern, dark red helleborine, juniper, dark green fritillary
Hutton Roof Crags contains some of the best areas of limestone pavement in Britain, which harbour a wealth of unusual
plants and animals. Pavement occurs in a mosaic with woodland, scrub, grassland and heath. Pavement specialities include
rigid buckler fern, limestone fern and angular Solomon’s-seal. Dark red helleborine and fly orchids thrive in more open
conditions, sometimes where pavement blocks have been removed. Juniper is abundant both on the pavement and the
grassland and scrub is an important component of the mosaic. Bracken occurs on thicker soil, sometimes with bilberry and
heather beneath. Hutton Roof Crags would once have been wooded and the current mosaic is a result of past clearance
and grazing. Walls were built to create enclosures in the 19th century. At this time Hutton Roof Crags would probably have
been more open than today. Reduced grazing pressure since the early 20th century has allowed trees and scrub to become
established once more. Only Park Wood and Pickles Wood have had continuous woodland cover since the medieval period.
Today, management is aimed at maintaining areas of open of grassland and pavement by grazing and some scrub control.
The nature reserve is excellent for invertebrates with colonies of high brown, dark green, pearl-bordered and small pearlbordered fritillary. Coppicing takes place in the wooded area of Lancelot Clark Storth to provide breeding habitat for these
species. Badgers, foxes and roe deer are frequently recorded, as are tawny owl, nuthatch and green woodpecker.
Lancelot Clark Storth was purchased in 1978. Burton Fell was given to the Trust in 1992 by the New Zealand descendents
of William Atkinson. Park Wood and Hutton Roof Common are leased from Natural England and Hutton Roof Parish Council
respectively.
Location
Near Burton in Kendal
Map reference
OS 1:50,000
Sheet no. 97
Grid reference SD 548 776
Access
With the exception of Park Wood, the whole area is open access land and is served by a number of public rights of way
and informal paths. These can be narrow and uneven and may cross limestone pavement. Navigation can be difficult and a
detailed OS map is recommended. There are two waymarked circular routes on Burton Fell and Lancelot Clark Storth (white
route- 1.5km/0.9 miles, red route 2.6km/1.6 miles) accessible from the Clawthorpe Road.
Directions
By car From M6 junction 36 take A65 then A6070 towards Burton in Kendal. At the Clawthorpe Hall Hotel take left turn signed
for Clawthorpe. Follow this for approx 1.5km/0.9 miles and park where bridleway is signed for Burton (SD 543 783). Follow
bridleway across the field and into the wood until the reserve is reached(300m/330yds). Access to Hutton Roof Common
can be gained by continuing along the road for a further 0.9km/0.5 miles. Alternatively access to both the Common and Park
Wood can be gained from Hutton Roof village via public footpaths. By bicycle The reserve is 6.6km/4 miles from National
Route 6 (Greenwich to Keswick). By public transport Buses run from Lancaster and Kendal to Burton in Kendal.
Size
270 hectares
Status
Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), National Nature Reserve (NNR), Special Area of Conservation (SAC)
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